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PET Technologies’ new 
Ukraine factory is up 
and running by Kay Barton

Impression of the new manufacturing hall

We met: Mr Maxim Poliansky, 
Commercial Director

PET Technologies, the 
Austrian company head-
quartered in Neunkirchen, 
Austria, manufactures a 
wide range of semi and fully 
automated PET blow mould-
ing systems as well as blow 
moulds for both its own 
equipment and for machin-
ery from internationally 
known brands.

The spectrum stretches from blow 
moulding systems for 0.2 to 2l PET 
bottles with capacities ranging from 
3.000 to 12.000bph; PET containers 
from 3 to 10l with outputs of 1.600 
to 2.500bph; and 20 to 30l contain-
ers produced at up to 220bph. We 

previously visited the company’s 
outsourced production facility in 
Chernigov, 140km to the north-east of 
Kiev, Ukraine, during our Editour trip 
through Eastern Europe in 2012 (see 
PETplanet Insider Issue 6/2013). At 
that time, construction had just begun 
on a factory extension; the new facil-
ity was intended to raise production 
capacity to 12 stretch blow moulding 
systems a month, which would enable 
the company to better respond to the 
growing international customer base. 
The new building was opened in Feb-
ruary 2015 as part of PET Technolo-
gies’ 16th anniversary celebrations, 
which provided ample reason to talk 
to Commercial Director Maxim Polian-
sky about the new situation, to take 
a look back through the past and to 
venture a view to the future.

It must be fi rst noted that the new 
factory’s local market for PET prod-
ucts is actually declining. According 

to PET Technologies, around 3.5 
billion preforms were manufactured 
in Ukraine in 2014 – around 18% 
less than in 2012 – and the forecasts 
for 2015 don’t look any better, with 
a further decline of 16% predicted. 
The primary reason for this downturn 
is the current political and economic 
situation in the country. The main 
local suppliers for preforms are Retal, 
which has 74% market share; Oldi 
with 10%; and Sirius with 8%. Pre-
forms are also imported from Euro-
plast, the Russian manufacturer and 
Belarusian company Mogilevkhim-
volokno. Around 14% of the preform 
market is held by Ukrainian bottling 
companies that manufacturer their 
own preforms. 80% of PET bottle 
production is used for water, CSDs 
and beer; 10% for milk products, iced 
tea and juices; 7% for cooking oil 
and liquid food and 3% for non-food 
packaging, such as household clean-
ing products (data provided by Retal 
group).

PET Technologies’ local share of 
sales in 2014 was 23%, while 77% 
was export business. The company 
expects local sales in 2015 to register 
a continuing decline, due to the ongo-
ing situation in Ukraine, but growing 
demand from abroad will lead to a 
further increase in exports. 

“The initial idea of a new plant 
opening back then was to increase 
our production facility and extend 
our existing blow moulding machines 
range with new models, in order to 
meet the demand from growing mar-
kets, particularly in Europe and Asia,” 
says Poliansky. “The new manufactur-
ing unit will deliver PET Technologies 
a considerable increase in production 
capacity and, consequently, minimise 
the cycle time between placing an 
order for a blow moulder and installa-
tion at the customer’s plant. Our new 
plant will also produce blow moulds 
for multi-cavity linear and rotary 
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equipment, and provide PET bottles 
testing services in our own laboratory, 
in addition.”

PET Technologies currently 
employs 200 staff members, of whom 
160 are already working in the new 
4500m² factory. Once the capacity 
is fully used the company 
plans long-term develop-
ment of the PET markets for 
food and non-food in North 
and South America, and in 
Africa and Asia. Among the 
patents PET Technologies 
holds is one for a mould 
closure method that it says 
is unique. It confi dently 
asserts that its machines 
are energy-saving, easy 
to use and straightforward 
to integrate into existing 
production lines. Its blow 
moulding systems use a 
compressed air recovery 
process that can achieve 
savings of up to 25%.

“The packaging industry 
currently has several hot 
topics, including the produc-
tion of PET kegs, wide-neck 
jars or the ongoing trend 
in preform lightweight, for 
example,” Poliansky con-
tinues. “We will be able to 
present several innovations 
in these areas in the near 
future. Our investments 
include the modernisa-
tion and refurbishment of 
our factories and further 
automation of them. We are 
continuously working on the 
improvement of our tools 
and increasing their output. 
We have recently added 
new CNC machines to our 
range. A DMG Mori is in use 
in the new factory, and more 
will be delivered in this 
year. Finally, we have just 
approved the layout for a 
building extension near the 
new plant, which will include 
a procurement department 
and new offi ce spaces.”

www.pet-eu.com

http://www.pet-eu.com
http://www.repi.com

	03-05_1+2 16 Edi_contents.indd
	06-09_News 1+2_2016.indd
	10-11_Costa Rica.indd
	14-15_Pet Technologies.indd
	16-17_Serac.indd
	18-20_Torus.indd
	21-24_Market Survey_1+2_2016.indd
	25_Intravis.indd
	29_Invento.indd
	30-32_products 1+2_2016.indd
	33_On Site 1+2_2016.indd
	34-35_Bottles HomePersCare 1+2_2016.indd
	36_Patente 1+2_2016.indd
	37-42_BuyersGuide_1+2_16.indd
	U1-U4_PETplanet_1+2_16.indd



